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Greece's top
war in Gaza

FTah( woilJ is idcing lhe mo\t turhtr

I l€nt rrmes rncc w,'rld &r IL
.l r,r€ece! tup drpl'mat $ys. Poinritrts

b ! cross..ads in demo.r.cy and
silying Europe is facing r "political

In a w'de-ringing intcrview wiih Th€
Assciilted P6$ loreign Mini$er Cnxgos
(;erapckitis weished in on two of the
gl'h.i nr,'jor c.nfIr'. saying the irighr'
;rrre'Jnd c\cilitinB Jtrrh kJl in Cr^
mu$ end.nd Crce.e s.nds by Ukrdine.

Herlso noted thatUS Presidetl DoDuld
Trutrp\ tdriffs are dol "good newsl

Here are some takeaways
from Monday's Intervlew:
A crisis ir demo.racy tied to in€guility
Gerapetritis, whose country holds thc
roraiing p.esidency of the UN Security
Council this month, silid inequdlities
betueen n.tionsand people are challeng
ins lhe esscnce of demGracy Md the rule
ofirw: As a rcsult. 'we have brned int)
an era where pupuLtm and Jemrgogues
Jre e\s(nilJlly nrling th( si[e: hc !aid.

Hesaid gk'bal tu.moil hako the.esult

diplomat calls
'nightrnare'

of technology xnd the world:s mobilily,
which nrern everychdlenS€ - frompdn-
denics.to climate and migrilion - touch-

The upheaval also follows a crisis in
overall slobal cooperatn,n lnd belief in
internrlbr.l orgrDisations, which have
iailed h lddrcss challenges in ftcent
years- Nonetheless, Gerap€htis said,
iireece believes' democracyirs a self-cor-
recrive mechrnisni'and whatls needed at
this ch.llenging time is strong Ieadership
in maju nrtions .nd iDte.rrltlonrl orga
nizations "t, mrke people believe in the
noblecauscofbelrgrogeth€rinpercedd

Europo ls seeklng rcslllencs
amid the war ln Ukraine
The Greek foreign minister said ihe
Europeiln Unn)n\ requifement thnt dec!
sions be adopt€d unanimously by its 27
members - giving a sirgle nation ven)
power - has be<ome an obstilcle.

On ihe olher hMd, he said, th€ veto
refl€csnrtbnalintere$sthdtshouldbeat
thc core ofEuropea' politics.

At the momenl, Ce.apetitjs sid EilroPr
is in d "politic.l identity crisisl

ton*sr
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Syria driest winter triggers
severe water crisis in Damascus
mtSS nUST 0F ltolA t Eatada ValleY

v nsile a m,'unr.tn abovi lh< syr'.n
I crpirJl. Hr!!n BJshi willlcJ rhr,,ugh

I runnrls rhJr used t) be fillcd wilh
I wilter fr,'D J 

'pnnts 
fdnrus f,r ir\

purr uttn. Tht spnnq ri.ts inridc the
luins.fr R"nran iemilc in tht BrrrJr
Valley.Dd no$s bwrrd Dnmasct$ which
it has been supp\'ing wilh drinbng
waler for thousrnds ofyelrs.

Nornlally,duriDglhewinlerfloodsea-
soo, wrter fills rll the trDnels and wisb
es over much ofthe lemple.

Nos! there is ooly r trickle of water fol
lo{lig the drie$ winler in decades.
Blshi, who isa su.rd but also knows how
t' ,'perJrc rhr pu'nprn8 JnJ wJItr {llrrr
rl)n mJchrnrs in th( ahsence uithr cnSi-
neer in churge,disphycd an old vidcoon
his cell ehone of hish waters inside the
ruinr. 'l have been rirkingit rhe Einal-
IijchspriDgfor3ly€ilNlndthisisdrefiNt
yeJril islhJl Jry: Bilshi nid. Thr.Pring
$thr mrn !ourcrufwrtrr for 5 mi:ln'n
people, supplying Dunlascus ard its sub

urbs wlh 70 per ceri oflhcir waler. As
the city Nffe6 ils worst wrter shortilgcs
in yci^, miny F,'tl( n.rw .ely iln nuy-
rng w.ilrr fft,m priv,'lr tJnlcr rructs IhJl
fill lrom wcll'.Covernrnenr olfrciJlr lre
warning thit the silualnn could gel
worse in thc summer dnd are urgbg res

idents b use watc r spari n81y wh ile show-
ering, cleailing or wxshinS djshts.

"fie Eh [fijeh sprug isworkl]g now
at its bwesl level." sdid Ahmad Ddrwish,
headofrheDanrascusCityWitcrSuPPly
Aurhoritf ddding thil the ctrr.ent yerr
witrcssed the loweJ rainfall since 1956.

The channels rhrr hlvebeeD there strce
thc dily oflhe Ronilns two nrilleDnia a8o
wcre iDrproved in 1920 and then agnin in

Drrwish said the springwater water
comes mii.ly f.om rainfilll dnd melted
snow o'I the mou.tiins . loDE the border
wilh Lebinon, but becruse ofthis y€.r:\
b€klw rverdg. dinfall, "it has giver us

:rnountsthrtarenrch lessthrnnornall
Ther€ are Ll milhD honres thilt Bel witer
frcm lhe spring, rnd in ordcr h 8el

through the yeai pedple will have kt cut
down thrir consunrPtbn, he sdd

Th€springalso fceds th€ Bardda Rive.
thar cuis th(Ngh the capitdl. It is ntxl
Iy dry this ye.r- 

hbrrnalcuslseastern areaof lbbasids
Blssiln lbari is feeling the shortage. His
neighbourhoodonlygctswuterforibout
90 nrinules a da} compded with Previ
oN y€ars when wrter was always running
when they turned on the taps.

Pe6i$ent electicitl cuts are mabng the
probldfl wo6c, he eid, isthey soneljmG
hJv( wJrer bul nu P,'wer lu PumP it x, lhe
tlnk(b un the n,ufoitht huilJinB. Ihara
once hid to buy live b.rrels ofuddrink
ablt water fro; a tdnker truck lhat cost
him and his neighbours Sl5, a hrge
anrcunl of money in a county wh€re
nany people make less lhan $lm a

month. "fron wh.t we are seehg, w€ are

heading toward difficul! conditions
EE.rJ'nBwdterl he \a,J. feaflnBthar 5up-
pli$ will Jn'p to,'nc( or Mice r wetk,^u
ihe summer. He is rlready ecdnomisinS.

"The people ofDamilscus arc used lo

hJving warer evcry JJy {nd t' drinking
lJp sdrr c(rning frorr rht Ein il-Iiith
sp.hg, bul unlbtundlelylhe sp.in8 h now

During Sy.i.'s l4-year confl icl, Ein al'
[!ch sis ruh]t.ttJ ro "h(lliilB,'o 

sever
rl ocosi,ns. changrns httwtrn fuc* of
then president B.shrrAssad Md insur-
gcnN.'vtr thr yrr6.

In ridy 201 7, go\ed)n).nl to.ces caP'
trred rhe i.ea from insursents and held
it until Di:cember when the five'decade
Assdd dyndlty c.lhpsed in a $nnning
offensive by fighters led by the Haynt
Ta hri r al-Shan sroup, or HTS, ofcurrent
President Ah,ndd al-sharda.

Tuek Abdul'Wahed .tturned b his
home nearrhespring in D€cember near-
ly eight y€Arsafter hewas forc€d b leave
wilh his fdmily and i$ ndw workinS on
rebuikliDstheresaumnlheowned. Itwes
bk,wn up byAs\ad:sircesrfierhe lefi the
rred. AbduLw.hed Imkcd at the dry rrea
thdt nsed b be fillcd with tourish Md
Syrians who would come in the sumnrer
b enjoy the cool welth€.

m$S nUST 0F lilolA t Jerusl€m

Pakistan should hand over terrorists to India: Indian enYoy to Israel
ailun srs rSrin\t t.ror gn,up\ in PJhrltsJmandck.fAp'il22.
Prkillnn. 'lnJ,r\(,perrrionwd\d8rin{ler'

"Thetcrrorislskilled PeoPlebdsed (rS.ouPsnnd their infrlstructurek)
on rherr relisn'D. They J"krd pe',plr khr(h PJkbtd responJrrlhyrnrck
Jbuut ihrrr-Flitsion htfuc krllirg i,rg hdrJs mrltrry Inrallin,ni: he

then,ard26inno€ent liveswerelostl cnrpbasised.
the hdiM ambrssador srid on the Citing i knrg lht oft€rror attacks

in Indi.th.toricinaledfrcm Plkistan, killed, contif,ue to roam free, h€

Sinlhsdd thlt the"rool cruseisthcse noted.
tsii *ru,rp' hirh.r-MohJmm.J They need to do d very \i'nple
.u'd Lr"hid e laihJ: rhtns hhrn the Pr?rmhle in.luLl."

The leades of l.ashkar-e-Taiba. goodwill and friendshjP, they just
which wasbehind th€ Mumbaiatack, need b hrnd oYer these teftorists to
in which several lews were dho us,"theenvoystressed.

nJkrsrrn rh,,uld hdnJ uvcr kry
Pttrn,rrsts Hilfi/ Sierd. SaJiJ

l- Mrr. anJ zJkiilr R(hmJn
Likhvi to lrrdir,jusr like the US did
wirh onP ofihr d.$erminds oftb€
26ll I Munrbri terrur anack,
Tahawwnr Hussain Runa,
Indiils Ambr$ador to Israel

tP Singh hls sdid.
ConleDdirs that ierrotr

ism is i gbbal menace,
Singh also cilUed for the
fonn.tnrn of an intcrna'
tional coalitbn igahst it. In
u inle.vicw with IsraeliTV
chanDel i24 on Mondry,
Singh *ressed that Indiis
Operathn Sindoor rgiinst
Pakis.n h pdused" dnd

Ndrr.tin8 th€ incidents
l€adiog up h lndia! offen-
sive, Singsaid thatthe ope.
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